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WORKERS IN REGIONAL AREAS — RENTAL SUBSIDY SCHEME 

2836. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Regional Development 

I refer to the Minister’s pre-election call for a State-based rent assistance scheme for low income workers in 
towns like Kununurra, Karratha, Port Hedland, Broome and Kalgoorlie and ask: 

(a) does the Government intend to implement this scheme; and 

(i) if yes, will it match the Commonwealth rental subsidy dollar-for-dollar; and 

(ii) if not, why not? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

a) The need for more affordable accommodation in regional communities has been an area of focus for the 
Liberal National Government and I refer the Member to the recent budget announcements which make 
detailed reference to a wide range of initiatives implemented to continue to address this issue. The 
Government does not intend to implement a State-based rent assistance scheme at this stage.  

(ii) This Government will continue to monitor the housing market in regional communities and 
consider appropriate responses. Currently, a major focus of our investment is on addressing 
problems of supply and implementing sustainable long term solutions that place downward 
pressure on the property market by making more land and housing available.  Examples 
include the: 

- Pilbara Cities initiative that will help realise the Government's vision for modern and vibrant 
cities and regional centres that support and deliver a skilled workforce. By the end of 2013-14 
Royalties for Regions will have committed almost one billion dollars to Pilbara Cities. Phase 
one focuses on five key delivery initiatives, one of which is to provide access to housing for 
essential (non-resource sector) service workers. 

- Through Pilbara Infrastructure Australia, a total of $310m will be provided by Royalties for 
Regions to partner with the Australian Government and private sector on major infrastructure 
projects including further land and housing releases. 

- Karratha Service Workers Accommodation which will assist workers in obtaining suitable 
secure accommodation and assist small business in attracting and retaining service workers. 

- South Hedland Town Centre Revitalisation, where there is a strong focus on the residential 
element with additional quality medium density residential units. 

- The Northern Towns Development Fund is supporting local planning for the release of land 
for residential development and the provision of appropriate housing in the future. 

- Native Title negotiations, currently underway with the aim to release land in Karratha, Port 
Hedland, South Hedland, Newman and Broome.  

- We have embarked on a land release programme as part of the Town of Port Hedland Land 
Rationalisation Plan.  

- The first stage comprises over 50 lots and includes 19 lots through an Expression of Interest, 
to private developers for a variety of purposes including affordable housing and workforce 
accommodation, for which the assessment process is close to being finalised. The balance of 
the first stage will be released to the Department of Housing and the Town of Port Hedland for 
development.  

- A Conditional Purchase lease has also been granted over a 13ha site in South Hedland for a 
mix of residential and workforce accommodation.  

- A Development Lease for a 12.7ha site in Karratha for workforce accommodation is also 
under negotiation.  

 


